ST. MATTHEW’S
GOOD NEWS UPDATE
January 14, 2018

What better way to kick off the first Saturday of the new year than with pancakes!
It does get better when they’re served with eggs, really good sausage, fruit, hot coffee, and cold milk and juice—all served with love and a smile.
We served 65 plates to our grateful neighbors. Helpers included youngsters, too.
Wesley Hudgins was the official “egg man” and big brother Evan did a little bit of
everything!
If you have not yet participated in this ministry, you really should give it a whirl. It’s
a great way to learn about fellow members and get to know those in our community!

Patiently waiting . . .
Seconds, please!

Introducing . . . the Bible!
Disciple I - Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study is the introductory course in the Disciple
study series. It is meant to reach newcomers to the Bible, as well as to bring greater depth and
insight to more seasoned students of Scripture. Many witnesses say it is a transforming experience.
The course, which will be led by Pastor Wall if enough interest is shown, lasts 24 weeks, with 12
weeks each spent on the Old and New Testaments. Inside this insert you will find a sign-up
sheet where you can choose which day works best for your schedule. We already have two folks
signed up - won’t you join them?
Noon Bible Study on Wednesdays
Pastor Wall is also interested in offering a noontime Bible study on Wednesdays. If interested, please fill out the enclosed sign-up sheet. Study will begin February 21.
TURN YOUR SIGN-UP SHEET IN TO AN USHER OR LEAVE IT ON YOUR PEW

Sunday, January 14, 2018
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:17 a.m. Worship Service
5:00 p.m. Youth Fellowship
6:00 p.m. Knitting/Crocheting, Rm. 107
Monday, January 15, 2018
Office/CWM Closed - MLK Day
9:00 a.m. Library Work Day
7:00 p.m. Troop 20
Tuesday, January 16, 2018
9:00 a.m. MDO/Pre-K
9:30 a.m. Quilters/Seniors, Rms. 104-105

Wednesday, January 17, 2018
9:00 a.m. MDO/Pre-K
4:30 p.m. Weight Watchers, Rms. 104-105
6:30 p.m. Hymn Sing/Prayer, Parlor
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, January 18, 2018
9:00 a.m. MDO/Pre-K
Friday, January 19, 2018
9:00 a.m. MDO/Pre-K
Saturday, January 20, 2018
8:30 a.m. Weight Watchers, Rms. 104-105

ATTENTION ALL COMMITTED COMMITTEE MEMBERS
LEADERSHIP TRAINING is around the corner. Mark your calendar
for January 27, 2018 from 10:30 a.m.-12:00 noon. Training is for
all those who serve on any committee within the church. This training
will help you know what your role is and will provide service opportunities for the committee you are serving; you will get tips on how to be
most effective in your service areas. We will plan our goals and action
steps for living out our mission and vision in 2018.
This is a great way to get to know your fellow committee members; we
have some fresh faces to get to know.
Please plan on attending this very important training in the Fellowship
Hall!

Our new youth group meeting time is from
5:00-6:00 p.m. on Sunday evenings. The earlier
starting time means supper will not be served,
making it possible for families to enjoy Sunday
dinner together.
A special thanks to the youth and leaders for
dismantling and storing inside and outside Christmas decorations. Thank you, Nell Baham and
friend, for taking down tree decorations.
Got a Good Pair of Legs on You?
Put those legs to work in our Usher
Ministry. Requirements are few: greeting worshipers with a smile, passing out
worship guides, assisting folks to their seat if needed, taking up collection, keeping a watchful eye over
the flock, light cleanup after worship.

As most of you know, evil showed its ugliness in the
form of a fire that destroyed MANNA’s Thrift Store
last year. To make matters more challenging, the
folks who run MANNA have been informed that Temple Oaks Baptist Church, on whose property MANNA
operates the food pantry and assistance programs, is
disbanding . . . and soon. Temple Oaks wants MANNA
out of the building some time in March.

 Join MANNA in prayer each morning at 9:00; we
are asked to pray for guidance in finding new locations where services and programs can benefit
those in need. Also pray for the right person to
step into the Executive Director’s position.
 MANNA is holding a garage sale every 2nd Saturday of the month until they can no longer do so.
 Donations of any kind can be dropped off in the
gym at Temple Oaks, 2101 W. 34th. MANNA can
pick up large items such as furniture and appliances; call 713-682-5652 for a pickup time.

Our goal to match or exceed last year’s
pledge amount of $180,000 is not unreachable. To date, we have 40 pledge
commitments for $158,489.
There is still time to turn in your pledge
card. Please be prayerful about helping
St. Matthew’s UMC raise its level of
service to its congregation, the community, and the world!

What if, instead of giving up something for Lent,
you take something on? Add someone to your personal prayer list. Make someone laugh or smile.
Lend a helping hand to someone in need. Read the
Bible more. Pray more. Step out of your comfort
zone in some way, however small. Volunteer for
something at St. Matthew’s. There are innumerable ways to give - and eat your chocolate, too!
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Speaking of Lent, as we did last year, we will

T

host a Lenten meal on the six Wednesdays of the
season, starting February 21. Be thinking about
what kind of soup you can provide during one of
those Wednesdays. We look forward to sharing
wonderful and fulfilling food, singing uplifting
songs, listening to personal testimonies, and, always, praising our God.

SING WITIH THE CHOIR DURING LENT & HOLY WEEK
Lent and Holy Week are perhaps the most important seasons of the church
calendar, celebrating the temptations, suffering, death, and, finally, the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Music plays a large role in the church services of these consecutive seasons.
The Chancel choir would love to have a few more singers from February 14
(Ash Wednesday) through Easter morning on April 1 (no fooling!) to replace
several members who have recently taken an extended leave. Please consider
taking part in this ministry with us.
The choir rehearses Wednesdays from 7:30-9:00 p.m. and on Sunday mornings
from 9:30-10:05 a.m. If you want to “test the water,” consider singing only
the congregational hymns with the choir as a way of easing into its midst.
Whether or not you feel the Lord leading you to sing with the choir, we look
forward to raising our voices with you in praise of our God during this Lenten season! Don’t limit yourself to singing in the shower!
For more information, please contact Dr. Roger Keele at rogerkeelemusic@sbcglobal.net.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Allen & Wynona Wagner
Gloria Jones
US Military Men & Women
Henry, Jeanette, & Anita Lindley
Jean Mooney
Doris Gunderson
John Cunningham
John & Joan Tracy
 Men & Women in Law Enforcement
 Jerrie Akin
Wes Shaver

Sean Frelk
Frank Hebner
Ammerman Family
Flood Victims
Orin Nelson & Family
Kevin Seuser & Family
Allie Puckett
Johnny & Janet Jedkins
James Long
Jerry Clark
Mary Fitzgerald
Scott White

REMEMBERING JOE DOSTAL
As you probably know, Rita Dostal’s husband, Joe, passed away unexpectedly
December 27. We have been invited to
join the Celebration of Life for Joe.
If you are able, please bring a covered
dish and help support Rita during her
time of sorrow.

 Laura Collazos Spiller
 Phil, Denise Stoneburner’s brother
 Family of Felix Jeremie, Pastor’s
brother
 Barbara Falcon & Family
 Gloria Breazeale
 Rita Dostal
 Prentice Barnett
To keep our Prayer List current,
please contact the church office to
add names of those who need prayer
or remove those who have received
God’s blessing of healing.

Who likes this back-and-forth
cold weather? Warm yourself by
praying for our youth for the
coming summer. Big House (6th8th grades) and UM Army (9th12th grades) will be held in June
and/or July. Areas where your prayers count:

 Your student helping others in a mission
outreach ministry

 You helping as an adult volunteer

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28

 You helping with your financial support

3:00 P.M.

 Lives being changed by growing into a deep-

DANCE STUDIO - 720 PINEMONT

January 21 - Get Fit!, Chancel Choir, & Jr. Choir Resume
January 22 - Finance Committee
January 25 - Garden Club
January 27 - Church Leadership Training
February 1-2 - CWM Closed, Teacher In-Service
February 3 - Pancake Breakfast
Lydia Circle
Methodist Men
February 4 - Worship Committee
February 9 - Souper Luncheon @ Durham Elementary
February 11 - Scout Sunday, Lydia & UMM Bake Sale
February 14 - Valentine’s Day
February 15-16 - CWM Chinese New Year’s Parade
February 19 - CWM Board, Finance Committee

er relationship with Christ
Helping others warms the soul!

St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church
Rev. Virginia Wall
4300 N. Shepherd Dr. Houston, TX 77018
713-697-0671
Please call the church office at 713-697-0671
for questions or information on any opportunities listed. Office hours are Monday-Thursday,
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. and Friday 8:00 a.m.-noon.
Rev. Wall can be reached on her cell phone at
713-204-8529 or e-mail at
vwall@stmatthewsmethodist.org.
Check us out at stmatthewsmethodist.org.

View our website for an updated calendar and
newsletter!

